The Church Vaults
“Fall Away”

The existence of a four song demo cassette featuring “Chrome Injury”, “Fighter Pilot...Korean War”, “Insect World” and “Fall Away” has long been part of the established Church story, most bands have an equivalent or two which either circulates between fans or appears on later re-issues or box sets. In the case of The Church it has remained very much out of reach whether that’s due to the scarcity of the original tapes or a determined strategy to save it for a later day. The clear distinction between the songs which ended up being recorded and released and those which didn’t pulls your focus and interest towards the latter pair. “Insect World”, the song if not the version, appeared on a bootleg tape of Steve Kilbey home recordings leaving the mystique focused on the one remaining unheard song “Fall Away”. 

Then a few years ago came a link to a certain video housing web-site and the opportunity to finally hear it was here. Up-tempo, driving, energetic, stop-start, it’s a typical “Skins & Heart” era track, think “Chrome Injury” crossed with “Bus Driver” and “Fighter Pilot...Korean War”. Prominent backing vocals and some dynamic playing give it a very live sounding feel, ending with a very “Almost With You” like section. Why it wasn’t developed further as a studio recording I’m unsure – too similar to others, considered too raw an idea or too straight forward? It’s a surprisingly good track which could easily have become a b-side to say a “Bel Air” single release. The band had plenty of material at the time as shown by the variable track-listings of the debut album release(s), the “Tear It All Away” / “Too Fast For You” singles and with Blurred Crusade just around the corner it’s understandable that they just kept powering onwards, from such a strong creative era it’s perhaps inevitable that at least one gem would slip the net so to speak, only to end up there years later.
